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Intraamniotic infection, detection rate, rapid test mniotic fluid (AF) culture has been used to detect subclinical intraamniotic infection. A major drawback of using AF cultures for the detection of early infection is that results may not be available for 2 or more days. In centers where amniocentesis is performed to detect infection, antepartum management is often based on Gram stain results.
The disadvantage of using the Gram stain as a rapid predictor of AF culture results is a low sensitivity, ranging from 39% to 83%. [1] [2] [3] [4] Romero et al. 4 reported that centrifugation did not increase the sensitivity of the Gram stain examination of AF. In that study, however, AF infection was frequently associated with high bacterial counts and the number of patients with low bacterial counts was small. 
